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Overflow Audience for
Drug Debate in Phoenlx

Ruth Fox Endowment Fund

~ Legalization of Drugs

LeClair Bissell, MD (pro}
Max A. Schneider, MD (con)

 Friday, April 27, 5: :00-6:30 PM
SR F'hﬂﬁl'liﬂ R i
OPEN FORUM: ALL INVITED

ADEH#TEDI‘II:thSSUE i

: Sheila B. Biume, MD (moderator)

Official Launching in Phoenix *

T'his announcement was in every registration
~acket, and was also prominently displayed as a
poster. By 5:00 the 50-0dd seats were filled, and
over 65 people stood around the edges of the room
or sat on the floor in front. An estimated 100 more

were lurned away.

The mood was expectant, emotional, intense,
{continued on page 3)
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(l. to r.) ASAM executive director James F. Callahan, DFA
with co-chairs Jasper G, Chen See, MD, and
William Hawthorne, MD

A SAM's first fund-raising effort is an ambitious one, with a goal of
raising 51 million by April 1991. Kick-off for the Ruth Fox Memorial En-

dowment Fund was April 28 at ASAM’s annual luncheon, complete with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony (see photo above).

{comtinued on p. 10)

ASAM is a specialty soclety of 3,600 physiclans

who are concerned about alcoholism
and other drug de;@pdent:ias

and who care for persons affected by these llinesses.
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E CHARTER spansosed by Charter

Here Is What The Top People
In Our Field Will Be Wearmg

This Year...

SECI‘I}‘D is simply the most complete,
in-depth, educational conference available in
the field of alcohol and drug abuse treatment
today.

That's why each year (this will be our 15th
SECAD") treatment professionals of every
discipline and from all over the world come to
Atlanta to learn, to teach, to experience, to
exhibit, to network and to get recharged. 1990
is sure to be our best vear ever!

SECAD®-1990 will showcase the most
knowledgeable and inspiring faculty in the
chemical dependency field, covering virtually
every aspect of alcohol and drug abuse and
addiction: AIDS and Chemical Dependency,

Treating Special Populations, Sexual Addiction,
Intervention, Co-Dependency, Crack and Ice,
Relapse, Adolescents, Dual-Diagnosis,
Spirituality and much, much more.

Plus, the SECAD" eihiﬁit area, with over 160
exhibitors, is the largest and most comprehensive
networking opportunity available anywhere.

So, this year attend the best -

SECAD"-1990

November 28 - December 2, 1990
Downtéwn Radisson Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia

m“mwfﬂa ———-_-----------‘.U:--------
complete conference brochure:
MAME
1-800-845-1567 o =
{in GA: 1-912-742-1161)
O wirite to: SECAD®. 1990, Charter Medical ARESS S —

Covparation, 12th Floor, PO, Box 209,
Macon, GA 31296

SECAD" i proudly

MEDICAL, MealConorten -

addictve disease cane. . O O N S O O N S R O O . N O e e S o e .

Conference [Tt e
|I'Ifm'muﬂnll PROF, DISCIPLIME_ (ML, D0, Ph, RN, CAC, RePhy, MSW, AP, eic)

Sl e SECAD®.1990, Crurter Madical Corporation,
12th Floor, PO Box 209, Macon, GA 31298

PROFESSIONAL CREDITS'WILL BEAPPLIED FOR.
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— help for families.

~= Overflow Audience for -
Drug Debate G L e
. ~ Legalization of Drugs
(continued from page 1) DEBATEon the ISSUE
Moderator Sheila B, Bllllﬂl. MD., fElii i A R e e

. “If we legalized cocaine, the death rate
| would be so high that the Nazi holocaust
- | would pale,” declared William Glatt, MD,

chair of ASAM’s Public Policy Committee

which sponsored the debate, explained that Drs, LeClair
Bissell and Max A, Schneider would each present briefly, fol-
lowed by open audience comments to be limited to two minutes
apiece.

Dr. Bissell offered a disclaimer for her “pro™ position in
the debate, then said that “legalization wouldn't stop addiction,
but would widen acceptance of addictions as an illness. The
main hope for legalizing would be to do away with problems
spawned by the Black Market for drugs: jails, dogs, border
guards, troops, eic. and to get rid of corruption, in other
countries as well as among our own officials. A lot of people
are vested in keeping drugs illegal and prices up. But
legalizing certain drugs would nei be better unless we used
Madison Avenue tactics. Companies like RSR/Nabisco have
shown us how to market tobacco -- let's use their tactics in re-
verse!”

Dr. Schneider asked: “To whom would you legally dis-
pense drugs? In most states, tobacco is illegal if you're under
16, yet kids start smoking at age 7 to 9. The drinking age in
most states is now 21, yet kids begin to drink in their teens. So
how would you police another legal drug, like marijuana or co-
caine?" Pointing out that the use of drugs is directly propor-
tional to their availability, he said, “T can’t vote for legalization
but the answer is probably somewhere in between,” and added
that “jail won't cure alcoholism after a DWI, but treatment
will.”

Several in the audience mentioned the current lack of an
effective plan from the federal government to cope with the
drug problem. The well-publicized “drug war” features
interdiction and law enforcement over trgatment, prevention, or

[—

Max Schneider, MD (at podium) addressed packed room
with fellow panelist LeClair Bissell, MD (1.) and
moderator Sheila B, Blume, MD

of California.

Peter Rostenberg, MD, of Connecticut spoke of the
“enormity of the problem: 250,000 heroin addicts in New York
City alone. If we mdndate treatment for them, who will do it?
And how? I'dlike to see a litle bit of legalization and a lot of
treatment.” :

In an emotional speech about marijuana hei:l?legﬂ] in her
state, Joyce E. Braun, MD, of Oregon, said, “Our high school
dropout rate is the

highest in the na- ““At the time marljuana
tion. We are also was legalized In Oregon...
number one for people belleved that it didn't
crime, for gangs, hurt anybody to use It.”

and the rape raie. £

At the time mari-
juana was legalized, there was no education about it; people
believed the' it didn't hurt anybody to use it.”

“Ilegalization has not worked,” argued Gary M. Eaton,
MD, of San Diego. “The barbarians are at the walls. This isa
common enemy inside our couniry and we can do something
about it.”

Dr. Blume asked the andience, “What do you want ASAM
and NCADD o do about policy development?”

Time was (oo short for everyone to comment. Highlights:
“ASAM should take its expertise to the national scene and tell
politicians what we know about treatment. Education, treat-
ment, and awareness would lead to drug contral. " ... “How
about taking away the eitherfor viewpoint? Allow drugs to be
produced, but don't make them legal. Put the money that’s
going into chasing drug dealers now into helping addicts in-
stead.” ... “How about a major conference on the subject?” ...
“Work specifically on one drug -- I'd choose cocaine.” ...
“Have we decided that it’s better to be addicted to alcohol
than 1o cocaine?” ... “Propose that the govemment set up
experiments 1o determine which way to go based on scien-
tific fact, not on emotion.” ... “We necd a strong effort to
educate MD's, RN’s, and suppliers.”

“We are some of the worst pushers,” declared Dr.
Bissell at the end. “T'd like 1o sce every ASAM member
g0 to his or her local hospital with a proposal that no one
wrile a prescription for a mood-altering drug for any col-
league withoul entering it professionally in that person's
chm"

Drs. Bissell and Schneider will continue the debate on
November 29 at SECAD in Atlania (The Southeastern
Conference on Alcohol and Drug Abuse). John N.
Chappel, MD, will moderate,

*

W i
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Conrenence DiGesT |

Ruth Fox Course

A record 470 registered for the annual Ruth Fox Course
for Physicians April 27 in Phoenix, directed again this year by
Drs. Lynn Hankes and Charles L. Whitfield.

Presentations covered historical perspectives, CD litera-
ture update, psychopharmacology, MRO's, sexual compulsion,
anabolic steroids, psychiatric and addiction models of trealing
ealing disorders.

This year's speakers: Drs. Maxwell N. Weisman (former

The late Ruth Fox, MD
ASAM's founder

angd first president ‘ ¥

course director), Kenneth O. Jobson,

John P. Morgan, William /'
Hawthorne, Stanley E. Gitlow,
Jennifer P. Schneider, Bruce H.
Woolley, James E. Mitchell, and

develo

David B, Aliman, for a.ddictiohs, noone wi
. \ Poy for

Hawthorne Challenges Insur- "

ance Companies

In a dynamic preseniation
*“Who's Managing the Patient?
Changing Patterns in Reimbursing
Addiction Treatment,” William B,
Hawthorne, MD, offered the follow-
ing, drawn in part from his ¢xperienc-
es in dealing with insurance compa-
nies in Massachuseus (see ASAM
NEWS Jan.-Feb. 1990, p. 3).

%

Now that we've finally
ed effective
+reatment ﬂ-PPr‘x‘Chﬁs

a5 SeL'S.

A

A Physician’s Bill of Rights for Managed Care
by William B. Hawthorne, MD
That managed care: r

1. Not be used to undercul mandated benefits available for
the treatment of addiclive discase.

2. See that reviews are conducted in an efficient and
cquitable manner.

3. Provide timely access o needed treatment.

4. Give financial support to a wide variety of treatment
aliernatives.

5. Avoid creating a schism between outpatient and inpa-
tient treatment, recognizing that they are part of one continuum
of care.

6. Assure that review organizations are appropriately li-
censed and regulated in the stales in which they operate.

7. Licensc all health care professional reviewers (MD,
RN, PhD, eic.) in states where the patient is receiving care.

8. Set appropriate limitations on the role of non-physician
SCrocners.

9. Establish standard procedures and clinical norms among
different plans and reviewers.

10, Should ignore specious “national length of stay stan-
dards or norms.”

11. Insist that reviews be individualized and involve suffi-
cient chart review and clinical discussion to understand the par-
ticulars of the case.

12. Require that reviewers have sufficient knowledge of
the field 1o make appropriate recommendations.

13. Eliminate excessive paperwork and “administrative
nightmares” for patients and providers,

14. Protect the confidentiality of all medical records, espe-
cially in self-insured or employer programs.

15. Avoid the pretense that a prior drug use history
amounts to a “preexisting condition” and allows for the denial
of benefits.

16. Provide a fair, independent and arms-length appeal
process for disputes.

*
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edical Scientific Meeting in Phoenix

About 1,230 attended the combined ASAM/NCADD (Na-
tional Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence) national
conference April 26-29 in Phoenix, Arizona. Of these, a record
860 registered for ASAM’s 21st annual medical-scientific con-
ference. Program chair was Mare Galanter, MD.

Reviewing ASAM's last six annual meetings,
allendance has risen steadily with the sociely's
membership’s growth: from about 400 in 1985, 10
700 in 1988, to 860 this year. Attendees repre-
sent from one-quarter to one-fifth of the total
ASAM membership; about half of these also reg-
ister for the Ruth Fox Course for Physicians.

ASAM general sessions included: adolescent
substance abuse; AIDS in CD treaiment seitings;
pharmacological treatment of substance abuse;
asscssing severity and outcome in addictions; ad-
olescent treatment (NIDA); alcohol toxicity;
cross-cultural issues in addiction: medications for
treating addictive disorders (NIDA); drug abuse-
induced chronic neurochemical alterations; physi-
ological and physiopathological effects of co-
caine; molecular biology and addiction: introduc-
tion for clinicians (NIAAA); model addiction medicine treat-
ment; receptors in addiction and treatment.

Ten workshops and six courses covered a wide range of
‘subjects in the addictions. Based on number of pre-registrants,
the three most popular courses were: “QOutpaticnt Technigues
for Drug Abuse Treatment” (David E. Smith, MD, and Lupe
West); “Pharmacologic and Behavioral Interventions into the
Treatment of Cocaine Dependency” (Paul H. Earley, MD);
“Dual Diagnosis: Treatment Techniques” (Dolores Burant,
MD, Richard Ries, MD, and Jeremy A. Stowell, MD).

The four most popular workshops were: “Psychological
Treatment Issues: Counseling, Psychotherapy and Medications
in Recovery” (James Fine, MD, Margaret Bean-Bayog, MD,
Anne Geller, MD, Richard Rosenthal, MD); “Benzodiaz-
epines Risks and Benefits in Chemical Dependence and Anxi-
ely Disorders” ( Robert L. DuPont, MD, Sidney H. Schnoll,
MD, PhD, Anthony B. Radcliffe, MD); “S¢xual Addiction:
Red Flag for Chemical Dependency Relapse™ (Jennifer P.
Schneider, MD, PhD); “Recovery-Oriented Psychotherapy™
{(Joan Ellen Sweben, PhD).

Conference Tapes

A udio tapes of this conference are available from InfoMe-
dix, 12800 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste F, Garden Grove, CA
92643-2043. Phone: B00-367-9286 (in Calif, 8D0-992-9286),
FAX: 714-537-3244. &
Next Year: Boston

Next year's annual medical-scientific conference will take

' place at The Boston Marriott Copley Place in downtown Bos-

ton, April 18-21, 1991.

Robert Morse, MD, (riwith ASAM president
Jasper Chen See, MD, at press conference

New Definition for Alcoholism
Announced at Press Conference
The March-April issue of ASAM NEWS broke the story of
the new definition of alcoholism on page one. In Phoenix on
April 25, ASAM and NCADD held a joint press conference to
announce the new definition, which was devised over a two-
year period by a commitiee
vof 27 experts that included
15 ASAM physicians,

“We wanted a definition
that is scientifically accurate,
clinically viable, and accept-
able to the lay public,” said
the definition committee
chair Robert Morse, MD,
“Our commitiee included
physicians, scientists, and re-
covering people. The two
most important things to us
were the primary discase
concepl -- that once you have
alcoholism, no one knows
how o reverse the process,

and the use of denial in the definition as part of the process.”
The press conference drew 2b0ut 50 people.

ADAMHA Focus Groups
Need Physicians

Saul M. Levin, MD, of the Office for Treatment Improve-
ment of ADAMHA (Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Admin-
istration) needs physicians to volunteer for two-day focus
groups to be held in the fall of this year in Atlanta, Chicago,
Dallas, Salt Lake City, New York and San Francisco. Each
focus group will be 20 1o 25 people, about half clinicians, A
major purpose: to identify barriers o health care that face CD
patients, and to suggest ways of resolving these barriers. In the
spring of 1991, a national conference will examine results of
these regional focus groups. Dr. Levin spoke to ASAM's
board, and at the society’s annual business mecting, in April.

Contact: Jeanne G, Trumble, MSW, Assoc. Regional
Health Admin. for Alcohol, Drug Abuse, & Mental Health
Programs, PHS Region VII, 601 E. 12th St, REoom 501, Kansas
City, MO 64106.

*

Regional Director Nominations
Deadline July 15 H

The terms of four regional directors-- 3, 4, 6, and 8--will
soon expire, and ASAM's New York office is accepting nomi-
nations for the openings until July 15. Each includes a seat on
the ASAM Board. Mominations can be by a state chair, or by
petition of 10 aclive ASAM members in the region.

Board members pay their own travel and hotel expenses

for meetings.
*




ASAM NEWS * May-June 1980

DENVER, COLORADO
Kaiser Permanente Medical Care Program, at the
foot of the Rocky Mountains in Denver, seeks full
time permanent alcohol/chemical dependency
physician. The primary responsibility of this posi-
tion is to work with our administrative and clinical
slaff in expanding our alcohol'chemical depend-
ency programs. Other responsibilities include
program development, patient care, provider and
member education, liaison role with community
contracted providers, quality assurance and
utilization management.

Kaiser Permanente is the largest prepaid group
practice in Colorado with over 225,000 members
and 280 physicians.

For information, please contact:

V. A. LaFleur, M.D.
Colorado Permanente Medical Group, P.C.
10350 East Dakota Avenue
Denver, CO 80231

(303) 344-7294
EOE

MEDICAL DIRECTOR
(Full time or two half-time positions to be divided
between intemal medicine and psychiatry) of an
existing chemical dependency unit.

CEDARS-SINAI MEDICAL CENTER, a 1200-bed
medical, teaching and research facility located ad-
jacent to Beverly Hills, is seéking a California-
licensed physician with an extensive background
in chemical dependency to provide direct médical
services for an existing 27-bed adult treatment
unit, and a yet-to-be-developed outpatient chemi-
cal dependency program. These leadership posi-
tions require a combination of administrative and
clinical skills. The Director(s) will provide medical
leadership to a multi-disciplinary treatment team,
and participate in teaching medicing and psychia-
try residents. An interest in research and market-
ing is desirable. The ideal candidate(s) will be in-

novative and creative in all areas of addiction
medicine, and will have had experience in both
outpatient and hospital-based chemical dependen-
Cy programs.

Thalians Mental Health Center, 8730 Alden Drive

Please sand CVito:
Milton 5. Davis, M.D., Ph.D.
CEDARS SINAI MEDICAL CENTER

ARTNER
ICING
R

i

The Southern California Permanente Medical Group is a
well-established, mulispecialty group practice. Our parinersiup is
composed of and managed by SCPMG physicians.

We have immediale openings for board cligible/cerified
Psychistrists and Internists in our Chemical Dependency
Recovery Programs at Kaiser Permanente Medical Centers in
Southern California. The positions will offer you the opportunity
for professional growth and advancement as a member of an inter-
disciplinary treatment team within a combined inpatient/outpatient
SCTVICE.

Our compensation is competitive and benefits are oulstan-
ding. They include: professional liability, medical and dental
coverage, vacation and sick leave, continuing education, life in-
surance and retirements plans. After two years lull-time employ-
ment, physicians are eligible (o be considered for partnership.

For a physician application, please call (R00) 328-5278. 17
calling from outside of California, please call (B00) 541-7946 or
send your curriculum vitae to: Irwin B. Goldsiein, M.D.,
Associme Medical Director, SCPMG, Dept. 010, Walnut Centcr,
Pasadena, CA 91188-8013.

Equal Opportenity Employer MIF/H

w7
)
IKAISER PERMANENTE
Gaod People. Good Medicine,

|

e

PSYCHIATRIST

Addiction Recovery Services

The University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey-Community Mental
Health Center at Piscataway seeks a Board-eligible/Board-certified Psy-
chiatrist to work with our cutpatient substance abuse program, Addiction
Recovery Services. The program is an innovator in providing an array of
outpatient services to substance-abusing individuals and their families,
including individuals who are dually-diagnosed with psychiatric disorders.
We seek an individual with experience in the diagnosis and multidiscipli-
nary treatment of dually-diagnosed individuals, including adolescents.

The position includes a faculty appointment at the University of Medicine
& Dentistry of New Jersay-Robart Wood Johnson Medical School, with the
opportunity for teaching medical students, residents and a variety of men-
tal health trainees. Salary and faculty rank are commensurate with experi-
ence. Interested Psychiatrists should submit their curriculum vitae to
Frank A. Jones, M.D., Medical Director, Adult Services, UMDNJ-Com-
munity Mental Health Center at Piscataway, 671 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box
1392, Piscataway, MJ 0B8B55-1392. The UMDNJ is an Affirmative
Action/Equal Employment Opportunity Employer, m/ffh/v, and a member
of the University Health System of New Jersay.

I ~ ) c <o

__[ LY
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“WProfile of ASAM Members’ Specialties

Ever wonder how many other ASAM members share your specialty? The Membership Committee prepared the pie charts
below, which show that distribution by specialty has remained remarkably consistent, when comparing members as of 1989 with
new members who joined after April 1989. While psychiatrists form the largest single group, they still represent barely more than a

third of ASAM's membership.

In this April 1990 profile of new members, designation is by specialty of initial training.

Distribution by Speclalty of ASAM Members as of 4/89:

ST
by ) ¥
rﬁ:r:~f}.r$5::;‘3::33:0:'3%;-,—‘.;'5::":{;., i

. 1'§~:“?.f-3~';255‘f“ *‘155'~“f5'~:k:’f:~'5~,;:‘§.:;5.?$;,§»
R Iw;*‘*éf"g ; ﬁ";{;ag"r,; A
:, ,%},fa,, e S

J.fp:?;o a}a w,fo w; A

&}m gﬁfﬁa‘x {}‘f o

-'1"{1 -. u
r'a.-t' :ll-.l

Percent

B« coruc oer 16.10%]
B e [1.85%]
EM [1.68%]
EP (1o.17%)
B [5.27%]
T MED [18.27%)]
Bl veo s [1.01%)
PEYCH [33.08%)
[ (2.30%)
B sunc jsew
Mise. Othar  [7,98%]

Distribution by Specialty of 640 New (4/89-4/90) ASAM Members:

A

Percent

. ALC/DRLG DEP gu_uuulh
) [2.03%)

EM [1.58%]
II[I FP [i7.07%)
GP  [4.84%)
INT MED [17.03%]
E MED 5TU [3.12%|

PEYCH [36.72%)
Cl eeo [2.B1%)
E‘ﬂ SURG [2.19%]

A B nese. omar [11.72%]

MNo. of
Members

236
64
65

742

204

707
43

1,311
89
100
208
3,870 tot.

No. of
Members

0
13
10

115

3
109

20
235

i8

14
i3
640 tol.

7 Legend: N
ALC/DRUG DEP:
Alcohol and

Drrug Dependence
AMES:

Anesthesiology
EM:

Emergency Medicine
FP: Family Practice
GP: General Practice
INT MED:

Internal Medicine
MED 5TU:

Medical Stodent
PSYCH: Psychiatry
PED:: Pediatrics
SURG: Surgery (All)
Mise. Other:

All Other

P
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SACRAMENTO . Psychiatrist =f
Internal Medicine or Family Prac- o Thgrﬂ = 9:fi:1_lept Elppgr_mm-
. " 3 Y or a Sff.: 1atns Jjomn tha Livi-
:?a?m Bﬁiﬁﬂfﬂ;g:: F:E;;-‘-;:’i:; sion of Addictive Disorders, Depar-
ng p : ment of Psychiatry, at the Louisiana
ASAM welcome. _Ka'ser Perma- State University School of Medicine.
nente has approximately The position carries a full time
Editor: Lucy Barry Robe 360,000 members in the Sacra- academic appointment with rank ap-
15 Ridge Rd. mento area. Active outpatient M1l _propriate to the individual's acadamic
Cold Spring Harbor chemical dependency program. background, and offers opportunities
NY 11724 Hospital care for detox. Mo for research, teaching and othar aca-
e kg I, Dusl ecriodio s - e oy i
ASAM -Washinglon: dlec!:ﬂ””?gg:: afnd ps;.rchla— Depandency Research Unit at a well
James F. Callahan, DPA ry. At least 50% of time in " established, private, fully accredited
Executive Director addiction medicine with opportu- hospital located in downtown New
Suite 409 nity to evolve to full time. Very Orleans.
5225 Wisconsin Ava, NW attractive salary and full benefit Salary is compelitive and nego-
Washington, DC 20015 package. tiable depending on qualifications
Phone: (202) 244-8948 Please contact: and experience,
FAX: 202-537-7252 David C. Meek, MD,Sub-chief, Submit Curriculum Vitae to:
Martha E. Brown, M.D.
ASAM-New York: ﬁ'rDDh‘I?rlI :' ggnr:ﬁ EFT'“r:;gram LSU Medical Canter
Claira Osman, 12 West 21 5t Medical G | Deptartment of Psychiatry
New York, NY 10010 Ol SIoUR, TG 1542 Tulane Ave, Mew Orleans
Phone: (212) 206-6770 2025 Morse Avenue LA 70112-2822.
FAX: 212-627-9540 Sacramento, CA 95825 Louisiana State Univarsity School of
_ Or call: (916) 978-1495 Medicine is an equal opportunity
ASAM News is published bimanthly: ECE employar.
Jan.-Fab. July-August
Mar.-Aprll Sept.-Oct.
May-June Nov.-Dec.
Advertising Rates: ' e
St $60. Callwrite The Kiser Permanente PETSPWE- QO®OOONSITE offers
Editor, or ASAM-New York. ' Exceptional Health Care o - mi
: In .-!:: Exceptionale Locale. CU‘DﬂpEndCﬂF‘f ’]}:E:lnlng
© American M of Addiction Kaiser Permanenie affers the caresr stability and FUI. Ph‘}"S]C]anS. :
Meadicine. i . supporiof the langest pre- paid group medscal prac- AN EXPERIENTIAL
SN one s Wi ve ot oemal mdlcine ﬂgiﬁfﬂfﬁ!fm* WORKSHOP FOR
physicians, baard certified Iihe], wilh expe-
* ehcaAraking n sadicion reaent. We ofter 3 ADDICTIONOLOGISTS
growing mphasis toward addiction medicine plus
an aciive outpalient program and more. in the Black Hills of South Dakota
— ADDICTION MEDICINE -- ALCOHOL S I
& & CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY wit aron vegsc r-Lruse
ASAM NEWS Subscriptions and ph R. Cruse, M.D.
{Newsletter is mailed free to members) FﬁﬂmE ISDI:'I:QH IDE:L'LU_I:HTH Jose
$15/year (6 issues) OGORaN S6lng. an Medl SO PeN. o5 September 15-19, 1990
chaimed symphorty orchestra, theatre, ballet. Great : . - ;
Namae: iéajaeg.ar;:rea'llgn, and 3 %rlomq :e;:mt base af This workshop will provide a medi-
" 10,000 memeers in D Gievslnd-Ahrn e, cal framework for understanding
Organization: w;%i mﬂum :%Ep;:ﬂ:: | co-dependency rz:nd its impact on
. r , pakd ang an i
full malpractice coversge. Please ﬂr-d';"ow res- ¥ prectoing priysioan
Streat: : ume to; Ronadd G. Potts, M.0., Medical Director,
| e i dop b, Bt Comomnd
City/State: land, OH 44114, Or call us ai 1-800-837-0PMG/ American Sociely of
(216) 623-8770. EOE. Addiction Medicine
Zip: 0, Approved for 27 credit hours
Make check payable to ASAM NEWS. 1 M DHFWS;;EH'?H;TP“:I;“& %ﬁsﬁﬁﬁﬁ"
Mail to: -New York Offi e
ELI A T e KAISER PERMANENTE 2820 W, Main St., Rapid City, SD 57702
— Good People. Good Medicine. e




ASAMNEWS -+ May-June 1990 p.9

g e ks O American Society of Addiction Medicine, Inc.
m’:ﬂ:ﬁfmﬂm{m : Condensed Statement of Support, Revenue and Expenses
at the ASAM Annual Meeting * Year Ended December 31. 1989
Phoanix, Arizona,
ol 27, 10 SUPPORT AND REVENUE: EXPENSES:
) Membership dues S457438  Salaries and related costs 176.776
Conferences and other program revenues 493,960 - Direct program costs, 412652
Interest #8535  Publications, newsletter. printing and other 203116
Journal subscriptions and other 70605 Professional fees arid consultants 138 407
Total support and revenue 1.119.598 Occupancy, office and other v 116825
Travel and meetings" " T0.373
Total expenses -1.118.129
Excess of supportand revenue over expenses  §1.460
Support and Revenue

Mermbership duss
Conferences and other pregram
revenues

Salaries and related costs

Travel and mastings

Gm-ﬁm:y,dm and other

Professional fees and consultants

*Board/committee members are not reimbursed for their board/commitiee travel and hotel expenses.

The financial information presented herein is condensed from the audited financial statements of ASAM for the vear ended December 31, 1989
ASAM weill be pleased o provide upon request coples of the complete financial statement from which this information was taken, together with

all footnotes and the ungualified report of our independent auditors.
i

N\

ASAM NEWS 1989 Financial Report
Expenses $50,410
Income (ads + subscriptions) 38,628
Cost to ASAM $11,782 *
* Actual cost to ASAM of writing, publishing, and
mailing 6 newsletters a year. $3.27 per member_
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Regional Campaign Leaders
Reg. | (NY)
Co-chairs: Norman 8. Miller, MD
Stephen B. Shapiro, MD
Bruce E. Taylor, MD
Reg. Il (CA)
Chair: Garrett O'Connor, MD
Reg. Il (N.E.)
Chair:  David Mee-Lee, MD
State Caprains:
CT: Peter Rostenberg, MD
ME: George K. Dreher, MD
MA: Ronald Pike, MD
NH: Edward Maloney, MD
RI: William Griffith, MD
Reg. IV
Chair:  Andrew Di Bartolomeo, MD
State Captains:
O : Chris L. Adelman, MD
PA: Bruce Branin, DO
Reg. V¥ (S.E)
Co-Chairs: Paul H. Earley, MD and
Philip Q. Wilson, MD
Reg. VI (MidW.)
Chair: Gordon L. Hyde, MD
State Caplains:
MI: Thomas L. Haynes, MD
TN: Christine L. Kasser, MD
WI: Charles 1. Engel, MD
Reg. VIl (S.W.)
Chair:; Michael I. Healy, MD
State Captains:
AK: Ted E. Ashcraft, MD
IA: F. William Bennett, MD
K§: David L. Trudeau, MD
LA: Louis Cataldie, MD
MO: David L. Ohlms, MD g
NE: John ], Hoesing, MD
OK: J. Darrel Smith, MD
TX: Timothy Sharma, MD
Reg. VIll {West)
Chair:  George W. Nash, MD
Srate Captains:
AZ: Lisa Sparks, MD
C0: Dawn Obreche, MD
HI: William F. Haning, 111, MD
ID: Richard W. Gerber, MD
MT: Ronald K. Hull, MD
NV: Donald D, YanDyken, MD
MNM: Morris L. McEwen, MD
UT: Ray J. Middleton, MD
WA : Richard E. Tremblay, MD
WY: James C. Haller, MDD
Area Coordinators: CO - Drs, H. Blair Carl-
son, Caroline Gellrick; WA - Drs. Robert
Sexton, Carol Sexton, Roy D. Clark, Ir.,
John T, Cox, Steven M. Juergens
Reg. IX {Canada)
Chair; T. Edward Yielding, MD
Total Pledged (as of 6/1590) $274,960

D
e -&_.ci,.

Donors by Category
Benefactor's Circle:

R. Brinkley Smithers s
Founder's Circla:

William B. Hawthome, MD
President's Circle:

Jasper G. Chen See, MD

Lynn Hankes, MD

Michael J. Healy, MD

George W. Nash, MD

Anthony B. Radcliffe, MD

Max A. Schneider, MD

James W. Smith, MD
Laadarship Circla:

Ted E. Ashcraft, MD

Leta Cromwell

Edward H. Maloney, MD

Elmer H. Ratzlaff, MD

Ken Roy, MD

G. Douglas Talbot, MD

David L. Trudeau, MD
Circle of Friends:

F. William Bennett, MD

Sheila B. Blume, MD

Bruce Branin, DO

Jess W. Bromley, MD

Gene E. Burke, MD

James F. & Claire L. Callahan

Roy D. Clark, Jr., MD

Sandra Jo Counts, MD

Andrew Di Bartolomeo, MD

Charles John Engel, MD

Anne Geller, MD

Thomas L. Haynes, MD

Roland E. Herrington, MD

Gordon L. Hyde, MD

David Mee-Lee, MD

James P. Miller, MD

MNorman §. Miller, MD

Garrett 0" Connor, MD

Roland F. Pike, MD

'Peter Rostenberg, MD

John Saalwaechter, MD

Stephen B. Shapiro, D

Timothy L: Sharma, MD

Richard E. Tremblay, MD
, Penelope P. Ziegler, MID

Donors’ Clrcle:

Gertrude Anthony

Judith Arthur

Margaret Bean-Bayog, MD

Louis H.Beechnau, DO

Milton Bimbaum, MD

LeClair Bissell, MD

George K. Dreher, MD

Daniel K. Flavin, MD

Marc Galanter, MD

Stanley E. Gitlow, MD

Eshel Kreiter

Michael R. Licpman, MD

Virginia Lout

Louisa & lan Macpherson

Claire Osman

Thomas P. & Katherine Pike

Lucy Barry Robe

Peter D. Rogers, MD

Luanne Ruona, MD

Jacqueline Schneider

David E. Smith, MD

E. M. Steindler

Charles L. Whitfield, MD

Leah E. Williams, MD

T. Edward Yielding, MD

+*

What Is the Ruth Fox Endowment Fund?
In 1965 ASAM had 100 members ... in 1985, 1,600 members ... in 1990, 3,600

members ... and still growing!

ASAM's many goals include: to gain ABMS recognition of addiction medicine;
to educate the more than 600,000 U.S. physicians about addiction medicine; to spon-
sor more addiction medicine conferences; to publish a journal of addiction medicine;
to improve quality and effectiveness of addiction medicine care; to influence public
and corporate policy; o be involved in clinical research; to increase the number of
state chapters; to have a membership of 5,000 by 1992,

In order to achicve these and other goals, ASAM must have a strong fiscal base;
henee this fund, named after ASAM's founder, Campaign co-chairs are Jasper .
Chen See, MD, ASAM president, and William B. Hawthorne, MD, ASAM treasur-
er, who want to thank those who have already pledged or given. Lynn Hankes,
MD, served as initial co-chair; he is in large measure responsible for the campaign's
success o date. Regional chairs are listed to the left, along with the 28 stale captains
designated 1o date. There will be area coordinators overseeing team leaders, who will
direct solicitors, who will contact donors directly beginning in September. One hun-
dred percent of the bard and staff have pledged.

Ruth Fox Memorial Endowment Fund target: $1 million by April 1991,
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AIDS & Chemical Dependency
Committee is revising Guidelines
Sor Facilities Treating Chemically De-

~ CoMMITTEE NEWS

nicotine addiction, Contact Jeff
Goldsmith, MD, at (513) 558-2016 1o
report your experiences. Information

pendent Patients at Risk for AIDS or In-
fected by HIV Virus (originally published by ASAM in 1987).

Mext year's AIDS Forum: Stanford Court Hotel, San
Francisco, February 21-24, 1991.

Committee recommends more emphasis on AIDS in the
ASAM certification exam ... Efforts to form liaisons with Na-
tional Medical Association, American Academy of Family
Practice, and Ph:.rsmm Association for AIDS Care will be in-
stituted.

*
Cross Cultural Clinical Concerns

“We are involved with some educational efforts with the
Mational Medical Association’s membership. Some of our
members will be presenting at the NMA annual meeting in Las
Vegas in August 1990."

Committee is still looking for members; interested partics
should write to chair Andrea G. Barthwell, MD, at
Interventions, 1234 §. Michigan Ave,, Chicago, IL 60603,

*
International Members

Annual dues are now $100 for any ASAM member who
lives outside the USA, with the exception of Canada and U.S.
territories ... Membership Chair: Kevin O’Brien, MD.

&
Medical Education

Committee plans to develop and maintain a resource
library of books, tapes, and slides. This could include audio
and/or videotapes of Ruth Fox Course presentations and of
ASAM Review Course speakers; Cork Foundation slide series;
books by ASAM authors; books sent to ASAM for review,
ASAM members could borrow either for personal or for local
medical education efforts, at nominal cost of shipping + han-

dling ... Chair: James Halikas, MD.
+

Medical Care In Recovery

This Committee wants data on patients who relapse after
using mood-altering medications.

“If you, or any of your patients, have experienced this, we
would appreciate a summary of each case report.” With enough
case reports, the commitiee hopes to initiate a true study of the
issue. * To date, there has not been much good scientific infior-
mation. Anecdotally we all know that it occurs. However, I'm

afraid that before certain colleagues in our profession discontin-

ue using benzodiazepines in their recovering patients, we will
need to come up with some firm documentation.”

Send reports to; Gary C. Wainer, DO, Medical Dircctor,
MacNeal Hospital, Dependency Treatment Center, 3249 South
Oak Park Avenue, Berwyn, IL 60402 .., Chair; Marigail
Wynne, MD

»
Nicotine Dependence

The committee continues o monitor the expericnces of

CD treatment units in dealing with tobacco smoke and with

collected will be presented at the Nico-
tine Dependence Conference in San Dicgo, Sept. 6-9.

Led by Geoffrey Kane, MD, the commitiee is developing
a policy statement on reimbursement for the reatment of
nicotine dcpendmcu This is in ::unjuncuﬂn with ASAM's
Standards of Care Commiltee ... " '‘Chair: John Slade, MD.

L
Physician Assistance/Physiclan Health ™,

A fter eight years of service and networking, the Physician
Assistance Commiltee's activities will be included in the new
committee on Physician Health. Physician Assistance Chair
Charles L. Whitfield, MD,, “thanks the members of his
committee for their contributions.”

Daniel H. Angres, MD, of Lombard, Illinois, is chair of

the Physicians Health Committee. g
*

Public Policy

Mailing List Rental

The ASAM Board decided that mailing labels of the
ASAM membership list can be rented out for single use, pro-
vided that all mailings are accompanied by the following state-
ments;

= no implication that this is an official ASAM mailing;

= net identified as a special mailing for ASAM members
(includes not u=ing salutation “Dear ASAM member™) ...
Public Policy Chair: Sheila B. Blume MD.

Standards & Ennnnmlt:s I'Jf Care

Admission and Discharge Criteria for levels of care are
still not completed. Field comment draft will likely be
available in the fall.

Reimbursement Subcommiltee is developing an “incident
report” which will be publicized when ready. This will enable
us to develop a central data pool of problem situations where
managed care has jeopardized access to quality care.

Standards of Care Subcommittee will begin process of de-
veloping practice guidelines for alcohol and other drug with-
drawal. (This was the most requested “Practice Guidelines™
item in the ASAM Survey on Standards & Economics of Care
of Nov.-Dec. 1989) ... Chair: David Mee Lee, MD.

State Chapter Members
Must Also Belong to ASAM
The ASAM Board voted in A]:lnl to amend the bylaws, so
that to be a member of an ASAM state chapter, a person must
be a member in good standing [e.g. dues paid] of ASAM.
L

New State Chapter: lllinols

The ASAM Board approved Illinois as a state chapter.
The socicty now has seven stale chapters: California, Florida,
Georgia, lllinois, Maryland, Dhln, and Pennsylvania.

s ¥
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MEDICAL DIRECTORS
Psychiatry & Chemical
Dependency
Southern Indiana
Dallas, Texas
Parkside Medical Services Corp.,

a not-for-profit, bahavioral health
care company, specializes in quality
chemical dependency treatment pro-
grams at approximataly 100 facilities
nationwide. Candidates must be
BC/BE in Psychiatry. ASAM Centifi-
cation preferred.

Wa offer compaetitive compansa-
tion, opportunities for private
practice, research, publishing, and
participation in professional associa-
tions and seminars. Wa are commit-
ted to quality care and innovative
program developmeant.

Please call Winnie Tailer
collect at: 617-839-1090,

or send CV to:

Parkside Medical Services
Com.,

Llitle Harbor, Marblehead,
Massachusetts 01945

TENNESSEE
Addictionist
Opportunity for a physician with
background in family practice or
internal medicine with certifica-
tion or experience in substance
abuse treatment to associate.
with an established family practi-
tioner in Kingsport, Tennessee,
an expanding family communily
at the foothills of the Great
Smokey Mountains. Excellent
opportunity for established refer-
ral base and call coverage.

CONTACT:

Valerie Faro

Hospital Corporation of America

One Park Plaza

P.O. Box 550

Mashville, Tennesses
37202-0550

1-800-251-2561 (Qutside of
Tennessee)

1-800-342-2110 (Inside of
Tennessee)

ALAN R. ORENBERG
PROFESSIONAL RECRUITER
SPECIALIZING IN PLACEMENTS

IN TREATING ADDICTIVE
DISEASE

603 WATER STREET

SAUK CITY, WI 53583

. (608) 643-3940

¥ Inquiries invited

PRIMARY CARE PH ANS
AND PSYCHIATRISTS.
Challenging Opportunities. Full- and
Parttime. Competitive Salaries.
Flaxible Schedules. Contact:
ANNASHAE CORPORATION,
6593 Wilson Mills Road, Cleveland,
Ohio 44143-3404
1-800-245-2662

Psychiatrist/Addictionist
to join a well-known private practice
in Kensington, MD (DC area). Sala-
ry, partnarship, practice assumption
are open. Joseph F. (Joe C.)
Chambars, MD,12112 Heritage Cir-
cla, Vairs Mill Road, Wheaton, MD

20906. Ph: (301) 949-1722

Our Experience

Shows!

We're Behavioral Health, Inc. of Louisiana.

Since 1976, we've run free standing CD units, managed

CD and Psych treatment ventures and cooperated in
joint CD and Psych programs in hospital settings.

We've helped tens of thousands get the care they've
needed. We're experienced, innovative, responsive
and we're growing.

We'd like to talk with you!

To discuss participation in developing
Joint Venture/Managed Care programs in your

area, please contact:
Ron Weller

Vice-President of Development
Behavioral Health, Inc.

B017 Jefferson Hwy., Suite A-1
Baton Rouge, La. T0309

(504) 929-7980 Collect

Behavioral Health Inc. is a division of the General Health System
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Awards

ASAM Annual Award: 1o intemist Stanley E. Gitlow,
MD, of New York City “in commemoration of outstanding
contributions to the advancement of knowledge about alcohol-
ism and other drug dependencies and in grateful recognition of
unstinting dedication to healing the sick and troubled victims of
these illnesses.”

An ASAM member
since the 1950s, wice
president, member of
many committees, current
chair of Publications, Dr.
Gitlow is the co-editor of
Alcoholism: A Practical
Treatment Guide (Grune
& Strallon) which is one
of the most popular
clinical books in the field.
He is well-known in the
professional field for his
integrity, and in recover-
ing circles for listening carcfully to, and leaming from, his
alcoholic patients. A full professor at Mt. Sinai School of Med-
icine, Dr, Gitlow is “one of the great circuit speakers,” accord-
ing 1o Margaret Bean-Bayog, MD, who presented his award at
the ASAM luncheon April 28....

ASAM 2nd Young Investigator Award: to psychiatrist
Kirk J. Brower, MD, of the University of Michigan Dept. of
Psychiatry, who graduated in 1981 from the University of Cali-
fornia-Irvine Medical School. The award includes $1,000 for
expenses (o attend ASAM's annual conference. Dr. Brower
presented “Symptoms of Dependence on Anabolic Steroid” as
senior author on April 27....

Marty Mann 2nd Annual Foundar's Award: from
NCADD to LeClair Bissell, MD, for her “enormous contribu-
tion to the understanding of chemical dependency and
addiction medicine.” In accepting the award on April 26, Dr,
Bissell said that Marty Mann was one of the people who en-
couraged her to go to medical school in the 1950s.

’

To Ann Birch, MD, of Seneca Falls, NY, the John Q.
Award from the Finger Lakes Council on Alcoholism. Al-
though retiring July 1 as medical director of a detox program in
‘Walerloo, Dr. Birch, 69, plans to continue working part-time
for five clinics and agencies!....

The New Jersey Health Officers Association gave the
Frank J. Oshome Award “for meritorious achievement in pub-
lic health” to John D. Slade, MD, of New Brunswick, New
Jersey, chair of ASAM's Nicotine Dependence Committee. Dr.
Slade is the fifth physician in 27 vears to win. On April 26, at

Stanley E. Gitlow, MD

the Philip Morris annual meeting in Richmond, he spoke in
support of “a shareholder resolution calling for a review com-
miltee on the effects of the company s marketing on smoking
by children, and on how profits from sales of Marlboros o mi-
nors should be spent. The measure received enough voles 1o he
assured of a spot on the agenda for 1991,

Have you recently won an award ?

Please send details to Editor, ASAM NEWS, 15 Ridge
Road, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724,

+
In Memoriam: . X
Jim Crute, MD, dicd suddenly on March 25 at age 47.

Board certified in internal medicine and emergency medicine, a
former resident of Texas, he recently became Director of
Addiction Medicine at the Georgia Mental Health Institute,
Dr. Crute was certified by ASAM in 1987.

¢ “a

ABOUT ASAM '

Certification Terminology

The following certification terminology has been
published twice before in this newsletter: May 1987 and
March-April 1989, ASAM hopes that all members who are
certified by ASAM will use it as a guide on their e.v.'s and
public relations material.

*Forev.'s ;

Certified in alcoholism and other drug dependencies
through examination by the American Society of Addiction
Medicine (physician adds individual date and certificate
number).

+ Official Meaning of Certification

“ASAM certification” signifies that the recipient is
knowledgesable and expent in the field of alcoholism and other
drug dependencies as demonstrated by successful completion
of a writtcn examination.

“Centified members™ are those certified by ASAM as
knowledgeable and expert in the field of alcoholism and other
drug dependencies. d

The May-Tune 1989 issue of ASAM NEWS (p. 9)
explained the society's plans to seek recognition for its certifi-
cation process,

- Addiction Medicine, Addictionist

Net Addictionology

Reminder: the terms “addictionology” and “addiction-
olgist” are no longer used in ASAM NEWS articles and adver-
tiscments,

Instead, the board suggests “addiction medicine,” “addic-
tionist,” and/or “addiction medicine specialist.”

ASAM hopes thal its certified members will use the latter
terms on their c.v."s, public relations materials, lelterheads, and

business cards.
e v *»
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Light Turnout for | Massachusens
Specialty Status . Cowm 'EE NEWS * Whynot gt menih of trilaing
Up n Hteyﬂl'il"l e CDM"\“T E E“EWS | for everyone who has an MD degree?” --

pe g North Carolina

The tumout was surprisingly small Task Force Responses

for the open forum held by ASAM's Task Force on Specialty “What do we need 1o know? What should we be able Lo
Status in Phoenix April 26. ﬁcm::wﬂmg to the announcement in do? " asked certification council chair Anthony B. Radcliffe,
the conference program, the hearing was planncd for ASAM MD. “Those of us who practice in the field want to define a
members L0 “present their concems and viewpoints on the is- body of knowledge that people who practice addiction

sues around the future of the ASAM certification process and | pegicine should know. And that's the ASAM certification
the directions the society might take toward specialization.” cxam.”™ N

Facing the audience from a raised platform, the 12 on the task “We've been gathering information on all the questions
force (Anne Geller,. MD, chair, and Drs. Sheila B. Blume, you raised,” declared Dr. Geller. “We've talked 1o mm
Dolores M. Burant, H. Blair Carlson, Marc Galanter, Stan- and chairs of specialty socicties, and 1o boards, to ask their
ley E. Gitlow, James Halikas, David C. Lewis, Anthony B, opinions about addiction medicine as a specialty. We're

Radcliffe, Sidney H. Schnoll, David E. Smith, ;. Douglas gathering all the information we can about what other people
Talbott) seemed almost to overwhelm the 15 ASAM members perceive to be feasible. Our goal is to balance the feasible

{and five ASAM suaff) who showed up. against the ideal. But the ideal course wg've discussed in-
At the outset: “Tell us what's going on,” said someone volves many imponderables.” '
[m"““”m‘a‘_'dmm' o . “There’s a conceplion that this task force has decided
This is your meeling, cnuﬂlﬂmdﬁﬂk Force chair Anne which way to go” added Dolores Burant, MD, who is chair of
Geller, MD, “Plt:.ase tell us first what’s on your mind.” the Fellowship Committee. “We haven't decided the most fea-
ASAM Members' issues sible way to go. ASAM has not decided. You'll help us to do
= “My interest is controlling development of fellowships.” that.”
~ Kentucky , Who will decide? “We'll gather information and debate it,
= “There's a rumor down my way that aaPaa [Thq_: Ameri- resulting in a paper 1o give the ASAM Board,” said Dr. Geller.
can Academy of Psychiatrists in Alcoholism and Addiction] is “The board will make the decision about which way to go.”
going to put ASAM out of business.” -- Tennessee When will there be a decision? *“The solution is probably
* “The way I practice it, which is as a conjoint subspecial- | 4 year away.”
ty with internal medicine and family practice, I have grave *

doubts that we can justify addiction medicine as a true total
specialty. Doing formal specialty status right, with good
medical school and fellowship training, would be a monstrous
job so 1 suggest a conjoint subspecialty.” -- California

*“ We can'l afford mot 1o go for full specialty status. 1If we

don't, where would we put addiction medicine? With internal 3RD NATIONAL CONFERENCE
medicine? Psychiatry? Family practice? Emergency ON NICOTINE DEPENDENCE
medicine? Addiction medicine cuts across so many other disci- 5
plines it's an amalgam of many other specialties.” -- Michigan ;T: %‘::nﬁhsli:f

= ** I favor subspecialty, because a lot of things go into Beach & Tennis Resort

addiction medicine. Ican’t see a med student ending up being
an addictionist without any other experience or expertise. We
need a wide base of knowledge, rather like in the early days of
becoming a general practitioner.” -- North Carclina

« “Addiction medicine should formalize whal we need o
know." -- Georgia

= "I want this specialty recognized by people other than
ourselves. We need to be jack-of-all-trades.” -- New York

= “If we went for subspecialization in one specific special-
ly, physicians who were board certified in that would get bet-
ter reimbursement than those who were not. [T we have a sub-
specially in all specialties -- ob/gyn, internal medicine, family
practice -- we'd lose the cross--fertilization of all kinds of
backgrounds for our patients. Therefore, how else can we do
this but to develop out own specially, using our own resources?
Emergency room specialists did it -- maybe we should, 1oo” --

W Challenges of Nicotine
Dependence to Addictions
Field

W Impact on Minorities

W Update & New Findings on
Therapeutic Approaches

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ADDICTION MEDICINE
5225 Wisconsin Avenue NW #409, Washington D.C. 20015

L ]

For informaiion call: Hermese Bryant, Mectings Unlimited (708) 848-6050.
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New definition for alcoholism
questioned
Dear Editor:

Re the definition of alcoholism:
without being sacrilegious ... to define
alcoholism is almost like rying to define
God ... Tome, alcoholism has been an
altered reaction of the human system io
the ingestion of alcohol. And, if you
want a little more wording, you can add:
creating adverse consequences of a
physical, mental, behavioral and spiritu-
al kind.

The way it was published in ASAM
NEWS (Mar.-Apr. issue), the long and
short forms, you are throwing the whole
book into the definition, practically a
‘nonology,” which would be beiter
placed in the comresponding section of a
treatise on alcoholism. The present defi-
nition tries W encompass all the symp-
toms and possibilities, and thal is just an
impossible task ... Maybe the 1976 defi-
nition was not so bad afier all!

Percy Ryberg, MD, Chair

ASAM History Commiitee

Luquillo, Puerto Rico

*

D ear Editor:

I feel strongly that the time has
come to leave drug-specific definitions...

[Dr. Masland suggests the
following abbreviated definition:]
Addiction is a disease characterized by
continuous or periodic: impaired control
over drug use, preoccupation with the
drug, use of drug despite adverse conse-
quences, and distortions in thinking,
most notably denial,

William Masland, MD

Tucson, AZ

L
ASAM exam article
Dear Editor:

My compliments for publishing Dr.
Altman’s very clever article (“Are You
Ready for Recertification?” by David B.
Altman, MD, ASAM NEWS, March-
April issue).

A comment on Question 5 (the
topic was how to deal with I. Savage,
RN, of a hospital psychiatric unit) @ 1
don’t believe that there is a good choice
in the five offered. The answer indicated
as correct [“tell them (the nurses) that
they certainly know a lot about what is

going on, and I want 1o work with

them”] strikes me as very
patronizing; 1know I could never
make a comment like that to nurses

_LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

that I do not know. However, the
article was both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

Michael C. Gordon, MD -

Smyma, GA ,

*»
Treating nicotine addiction
Dear Editor:

In his article * Are We Facing Up to
Nicotine Addiction?” [ASAM NEWS
Jan.-Feb. issue), Dr. John Slade ad-
vanced some valid points:

[ agree that nicotine addiction is an
addiction, as defined by DSM-I1I, and
that it should be treated wherever a
patient is willing to submit to treatment.

A conflict of interest would exist
for an avid smoker. However, most
smokers tend to respect the rights of
nonsmokers, and are not as militant

= that therapists and counselors
who smoke should not treatl patients who
use tobacco products for chemical
dependency. T feel that would be like
telling social drinkers, or people who
have never suffered from CD and are not
themselves in rc;uverﬁat they cannot
treat chemical dependency.
 The problem scems mostly to be an
attitude one: militancy, and failure to
respect patients” rights to make even bad
choices for themselves, [ would encour-
age any patient 1o quit smoking, I would
be willing to theat them if they choose
that reatment, but I cannot force them o
do so. As a psychiatrist, [ must point out
that it is a self-harm behavior which is
destructive; bewond that the choice
should be the patient’s. 1 must also en-

about it as are nonsmokers. courage patients to respect the health and
1 disagree with Dr. Slade on the fol- | rights of other people.
lowing points: Puskoor M. Kumar, MD
» that nonsmokers are more objec- Fort Worth, 'I'Ji
tive than are smokers.
ADDICTIVE DISEASE

Addictive Disease physician to work in freestanding hospital in Southeast
in various sunbelt locations with twelve step model program.
Good starting salary and excellent fringe benefits package.
Please write: Psychiatric Health Services, 830 Mulberry Street, Suite 301
Macon, GA 31201
ATTENTION: Paul R. Caplin, M.D.
Or call Toll Free:

1-800-544-6693

Seattle area, Washington
RESEARCH ASSISTANT: CD program in large HMO has a .75 FTE position
assisting director in designing/conducting clinical research; managing database,
Qualifications: Masters in socialbehavioral sciences, strong computer/statistical
skills; knowledge of the field of chemical dependency.
Send CV and examplas of written/published work to: ADAPT Administration,
Group Health Cooperative, 2700 - 152nd Avenue NE, Redmond, WA 98052,
Group Health Cooperative of Puget Sound is an Equal Opportunity Employsr.

site of Albany Medical Cellage.

STAFF PHYSICIAN
A position for a staff physician is open in the growing medical division of the
nation’s largest propriatary chemical depandency facility.
Dually licansed for alcoholism and substance abusa sarvices, Conifar Park is
a modern facility on a campus setting, centered in a quiet area bounded by
Saratoga Springs, the Adirondack Mountains, and tha state capital which is the

Please send resume to: RoBERT D. O GONHUR. M.D., FACP.
Medical Directar, Conifer. Park, 150 Glenridge Road, Scotia, Mew York 12302
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Meetings sponsored or co-sponsored by ASAM

{one-time listing for co-sponsored conferences).
For conference listing on this calendar, please | n o o
send information directly to Lucy B. Robe, Editor, at | FA=2AN

e

least three months in advance.
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For information about ASAM co-sponsorship i
of conferences, contact Claire Osman, ASAM-
New York.

R

O ASAM 3rd National Conference on Nicotine
Dependence: San Diego, Sept. 6-9
Meetings Unlimited, 6429 West North Ave, Ste 102,
Oak Park, IL 60302,
™ (708) B48-6050
*

0 Oxford Instltute Addictlons Conference:
Hilton Head Island, SC, Sept. 8-11
Onford Institute Network of Care, 825 W. Drahner Rd,
PO Box 429, Oxford, MI 48051
o (313) 628-0500
L
1 Onslte Physiclans Institute: Rapid City, SD, Sept. 15-19
Omsite Training & Consulling, Inc., 2820 West Main,
Rapid City, D 57702
o (605)341-7432
*
O Addiction Medicine: The Specialty of the 90s:
Austin, TX, Sept. 21-22
Texas Research Society on Alcoholism, 4314 Medical Pkway,
Suite 300, Austin, TX 78756
= (512) 454-0022
*
1 Midwest Addictlons Conference: Romulus, MI, Oct. 3-6
Dewroit Riverview Hospital, 7733 E. Jefferson Ave,
Detroit, MI 48214
= (313) 4994000
+*
Jd Recovery Connectlon '90: Hunt Valley, MD, Oct. 3-7
Kelly Productions, Inc., 8 Howard 51, Aberdeen, MD 21001
™ 1-B00-638-5430; (301)272-1975
+*

ASAM NEWS '
Amarican Society of
Addiction Medicine
12 West 21st Street
Mew York, NY 10010

1 International Conferance on Addictlons:
Montreux, Switzerland, Oct. 6-14
Agency International, 22 Lenox Pointe N.E., Atlanta, GA 30324
T (404) 266-2200- Yy
+*
Q Evaluating & Treating ldult Chilidren of Ak:ohgllu.
Washington, DC, Oct. 11-12
Johnson Institate, 7151 Metro Blvd, Ml.mupuhs, MN 55435
™ (612)944-0511

*

J ASAM 1990 Raview Courses:

Chleago: Oct. 11-13 MNew York: Oct. 25-27
San Franclsco: Nov. 8-10 Atlanta: Nov. 15-17
ASAM Board Meeting: San Francisco, Nov. 11

L

0 ASAM 1990 Cerliflcatlon Examinatlon: Sat. Dec.1
Chicago; Newark, NJ; San Franclsco; Atlanta.
ASAM, 12 West 21 5t, New York, NY 10010,
™ (212) 206-6770

»

1 ASAM 5th Matienal Ferum on AIDS & Chemical
Dependency: San Franclsco, Feb. 21-24, 1991
Conference Information (AIDS), PO Box 81691,

Atlanta, GA 30366
T (404) 458-3382
*

O ASAM 22nd Annual Medical Sclentific Conference:
Boston, Apr. 18-21, 1991
ASAM, 12 West 21 5t, New York, NY 10010
o (212) 206-6770 or (203) 227-7084

+*
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