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The Honorable Mark Aliff Don Stader, MD, FASAM

President

Pueblo City Council
1 City Hall Place
Pueblo, CO 81003

Re: COSAM's Opposition to Proposed City Ordinance Prohibiting Syringe
Service Programs (SSPs)

Dear Councilmember Aliff,

On behalf of the Colorado Society of Addiction Medicine (COSAM), the medical specialty
society representing physicians and clinicians in Colorado specializing in the prevention and
treatment of addiction, we write today to express our opposition to a proposed city ordinance
that would prohibit syringe service programs (SSPs) in Pueblo. With the overdose epidemic
significantly impacting individuals and communities across Colorado, we feel that this proposal
is a step backwards. SSPs play an essential role to protect public health, minimize drug-related
harm, and reduce the burden of infectious disease on individuals and communities.

SSPs are proven harm reduction programs that are supported under state law.? SSPs distribute
safe materials to people who use drugs. These materials include syringes, medical supplies, and
naloxone. SSPs also provide educational resources and linkages to treatment for individuals
with addiction. Indeed, research has indicated that those who participate in SSPs are more
likely to seek treatment and stop using drugs as a result.?

SSPs are linked to many other positive public health outcomes. Considerable research
demonstrates that the operation of SSPs greatly reduces the spread of bloodborne
infections, such as hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).2 4
Beyond the capability to combat viral infections, SSPs also provide other noticeable benefits
to the wider community. SSPs provide safe disposal for used syringes,”> promoting the
protection of first responders and the public at-large. Further, SSPs often partner with local
law enforcement to distribute naloxone to help reduce fatal overdoses in the community.®
Finally, studies suggest that SSPs have no impact on violent crime rates in surrounding areas.
In fact, research has shown that there is no difference in crime rates between neighborhoods
with SSPs when compared to neighborhoods without them.” &

We commend the council for their commitment to addressing drug use and the overdose
epidemic. However, this proposal to prohibit SSPs in Pueblo is misguided and will
inadvertently harm persons with addiction and the community at large. The truth is that SSPs
play a vital role in responding to the public health crisis and reducing the harm experienced by
individuals and communities. As such, we strongly oppose this proposal and request that it not
move forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our view. Please contact our leadership if you have
any questions or concerns. We are happy to serve as a resource.



Sincerely,

Stephanie Stewart MD, MPHS, FASAM

President-Elect, Colorado Society of Addiction Medicine (COSAM,)
stephanie.stewart@ucdenver.edu

Cell: 847 525 3527

Hannan Braun, MD, FASAM
Public Policy Liaison, COSAM
Hannan.braun@dhha.org

CC: The Honorable Heather Graham
The Honorable Regina Maestri
The Honorable Joe Latino
The Honorable Sarah Martinez
The Honorable Roger Gomez
The Honorable Dennis Flores
The Honorable Charles
Hernandez
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