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October 21, 2024 
 
The Honorable Joe Pittman 
Majority Leader 
Pennsylvania Senate 
Senate Box 203041 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3041 
Room: 350 Main Capitol 
 
Re: PSAM’s Support for HB 1515, Helping County Jails Establish and Expand Medication Treatments 
for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) Programs 
 
Dear Majority Leader Pittman,  
 
On behalf of the Pennsylvania Society of Addiction Medicine (PSAM), the medical specialty society 
representing physicians and clinicians in Pennsylvania specializing in the prevention and treatment of 
addiction, thank you for your attention to this important issue. We write today to express our strong 
support for HB 1515. HB 1515 is bipartisan legislation that would expand grant funding for county jails 
to establish programs providing all forms of Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved Medications 
for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD). The grant currently only covers naltrexone. Simply put, this legislation 
would save lives, reduce recidivism, and improve health outcomes for persons with opioid addiction 
in Pennsylvania.  

MOUD is an evidence-based treatment for opioid use disorder (OUD), demonstrated to improve outcomes 
for patients with this condition, including increasing retention in treatment and lowering illicit drug use and 
criminal behavior.1 This form of treatment is especially important for persons housed in correctional 
facilities because they are specifically vulnerable to the adverse effects of substance misuse. According to 
estimates, a substantial percentage of incarcerated persons have a history of substance use disorder (SUD).2 
Further, an even higher percentage of this population have substance involvement at the time of their crime 
or arrest, even if they do not meet the exact criteria for SUD.3 Incarcerated individuals are also significantly 
more likely to experience an overdose than the general population. According to landmark research, 
incarcerated individuals are 129 times more likely to die of overdose within two weeks of their release.4 As 
such, it is a public health imperative that this group be offered evidence-based treatment for addiction while 
they are incarcerated.  

While expanding access to MOUD in jails especially can prove logistically challenging, the policy offers 
clear benefits to both incarcerated individuals and facilities at-large. Forced opioid withdrawal, which 
occurs if individuals are not offered a continuation of their treatment plan, causes several negative 
consequences including needless suffering and returning to use.5 Further, forced opioid withdrawal is 
associated with elevated post-release overdose risk among individuals with OUD.6 Expanded access to 
MOUD helps to curb the negative effects of opioid withdrawals. Research also shows that providing 
MOUD with methadone and buprenorphine in carceral settings improves treatment entry and retention post 
release and reduces mortality.7 8 Further, the continuation of methadone treatment during incarceration has 
been shown to reduce disciplinary tickets.9 In sum, providing access to MOUD during incarceration is a 
mutually beneficial and humane policy.  



 
 

 
 

HB 1515 is a good policy that would help reduce harms associated with OUD and improve public health 
outcomes more broadly. A testament to its broad appeal, HB 1515 passed the House with near universal 
support.10 As such, we are proud to support HB 1515 and urge you to advance this life-saving 
legislation through the Senate before the end of this session. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact kmvz@yahoo.com. We are eager and willing to work with you.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 
Kristin Van Zant, MD, FASAM 
President, Pennsylvania Society of Addiction Medicine  
 
CC: The Honorable Lisa Baker 
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