
OTP Physician Letter of Support for 
MOTAA 2​.​0 
Dear Members of Congress: 

We are a group of addiction medicine and addiction psychiatry doctors and medical directors 
that treat patients with opioid use disorder (OUD) with methadone in federally regulated opioid 
treatment programs (OTPs) across the country. We write in strong support of (H.R.9790 / 
S.4941) - the Modernizing Opioid Treatment Access Act 2.0 (MOTAA 2.0) and urge Congress to 
advance this bipartisan legislation. 

As physicians on the front lines of the overdose crisis, we see the impact methadone treatment 
for OUD makes in the lives of our patients and communities. Yet, federal restrictions constrain 
patient access to lifesaving methadone treatment for OUD and compel us to advocate for 
change. 

MOTAA 2.0 would newly allow addiction board-certified licensed physicians to prescribe 
methadone for OUD outside of OTPs. We support MOTAA 2.0 legislation for four important 
reasons: 

1.Expands access to lifesaving treatment​
Methadone is one of the most effective medications available for the treatment of OUD. Yet, the 
current system requires patients to travel frequently (and often great distances) to OTPs that are 
not available in many communities. This travel burden creates challenges for patients who work, 
care for children or family members, lack reliable transportation, have complex medical or 
psychosocial needs, or live in rural areas far from an OTP. 

MOTAA 2.0 would expand access to methadone for OUD by allowing highly trained, 
appropriately qualified physicians to prescribe methadone for pharmacy dispensing. Among the 
many potential benefits of such a system, pharmacies are more geographically distributed and 
open for longer hours than OTPs. One study found that across the U.S., one-way average drive 
times to pharmacies were 15 minutes faster than to OTPs and 50 minutes faster in rural areas. 
Thus, MOTAA 2.0 could potentially save patients multiple hours in travel daily.  

2. Ensures strong oversight and safety guardrails​
MOTAA 2.0 ensures a framework of federal and state regulation and safeguards for the 
prescribing and dispensing of methadone for OUD. 

As physicians, we support responsible expansion of access that prioritizes patient safety and 
treatment access. Qualified clinicians who treat OUD and pharmacists who dispense 
methadone understand the appropriate use of methadone, including individualized dosing, 
monitoring, assessment of risks, and coordination of care. 



The goal of MOTAA 2.0 is to expand access points to methadone under the authority of qualified 
clinicians and pharmacists to provide evidence-based treatment in appropriate settings. 

3. Supports rural and underserved communities​
The need for better methadone treatment access for OUD is particularly urgent in rural and 
underserved communities. 

Over 80% of counties in the US do not have an OTP, making treatment out of reach for a large 
swath of individuals who need it.  

Allowing qualified physicians to prescribe and dispense methadone in pharmacies would create 
additional opportunities for patients to receive treatment in rural areas where OTPs are rarely 
available and to receive treatment closer to where they live, work, and receive other medical 
care. 

4. Destigmatizes addiction treatment  

OUD is a chronic medical condition. To destigmatize addiction, patients with OUD deserve 
access to treatment that is integrated into the broader healthcare system. 

Today, methadone treatment for OUD is subject to unique rules that distinguish it from all other 
medications and indications and separates addiction care from the rest of a patient's medical 
care. This contributes to stigma, unmet general medical needs, and creates unnecessary 
barriers for both patients and clinicians. 

MOTAA 2.0 would integrate methadone treatment for OUD into mainstream healthcare by 
allowing qualified physicians to prescribe it and pharmacies to dispense it, while ensuring 
necessary safeguards. 

As physicians, we believe that expanding methadone access via MOTAA 2.0 is both 
evidenced-based and imperative. We can expand access to a lifesaving treatment while 
maintaining strong oversight, supporting rural and underserved communities, and integrating 
addiction treatment as a critical part of American healthcare. 

We urge you to support the Modernizing Opioid Treatment Access Act 2.0. 

​
Sincerely, 
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Name Location Signed On

Rachel Simon Boston, MA 2026-09-23

Paul Christine Denver, CO 2026-09-23

Sarah Kawasaki Harrisburg, PA 2026-09-23

Malik Burnett, MD MBA MPH Baltimore, MD 2026-09-23

Ashish Thakrar Philadelphia, PA 2026-09-23

Jarratt Pytell Denver, CO 2026-09-23

Paula Donnelly Cook Moab, UT 2026-09-23

James Darnton Kent, WA 2026-09-23

Christiine J Owens Philadelphia, PA 2026-09-23

Christina Joy New York, NY 2026-09-23

Zoe Weinstein Jamaica Plain, MA 2026-09-24

Joseph Adams, MD Baltimore, MD 2026-09-24

moussa ostovar Woodbridge, VA 2026-09-28

Samuela Manages, MD Van Buren, ME 2026-09-30

emily dang Diamond Bar, CA 2026-10-01

Alegna Laria Homestead, FL 2026-10-01

Sascha Heitterlamb Asotin, WA 2026-10-01

Ron Miller Charlotte, NC 2026-10-05

Ayanna Cleveland Milwaukee, WI 2026-10-08

MICHELLE HEATHER LIPTON Lilburn, GA 2026-10-08

Jeri Williams Taylors, SC 2026-10-09



Name Location Signed On

Bryon Adinoff United States 2026-10-11

Julio Nunes San Diego, CA 2026-10-11

David Nathan Princeton, NJ 2026-10-15

Hugh Blumenfeld MD Hartford, CT 2026-10-16

Linda Murphy Hyattsville, MD 2026-10-16

Helen Leuthner Lake Grove, NY 2026-10-16

Jill Armitage Lakemoor, IL 2026-10-16

Ken W Qns, NY 2026-10-16

Amy Steinberg Wayne, NJ 2026-10-16

Lucille Walsh-Oneal Jupiter, FL 2026-10-16

Megan Rubino Queens, NY 2026-10-16

Kate OBrien Bothell, WA 2026-10-17

Kevin Walsh Silver Spring, MD 2026-10-17

Carol Book York, PA 2026-10-17

Sarah Walling Castleton On Hudson, NY 2026-10-17

Lauretta Padgett Sullivan, IN 2026-10-17

Darcy Rubin Los Angeles, CA 2026-10-17

George Bourlotos Dover, NJ 2026-10-17

Jeanine Smegal Brookln Park, MN 2026-10-18

Paul Joudrey Pittsburgh, PA 2026-10-21

Casey Johnson St. Louis, MO 2026-10-21
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Raye Kennedy Brooklyn, NY 2026-10-21

Ximena Levander Portland, OR 2026-10-21

Colleen Lane Grand Rapids, MI 2026-10-21

Sarah Axelrath Denver, CO 2026-10-21

Marlene Martin San Francisco, CA 2026-10-21

Dr. Sunny Kung Stoneham, MA 2026-10-22

Victor Roy Philadelphia, PA 2026-10-22

Benjamin Han San Diego, CA 2026-10-22

Avik Chatterjee Cambridge, MA 2026-10-22

Kara Dillon Brookline, MA 2026-10-22

Amy Benson Pittsburgh, PA 2026-10-22

Honora Englander Portland, OR 2026-10-22

Payel Roy Pittsburgh, PA 2026-10-22

Sarah Barry Baltimore, MD 2026-10-22

Aditi Ringwala Washington, DC 2026-10-22

Joan Park Baltimore, MD 2026-10-22

Marc Fishman Baltimore, MD 2026-10-22

MICHAEL LEVY Campbell, CA 2026-10-22

N ELIAS Washington, DC 2026-10-22

William Garneau Baltimore, MD 2026-10-22

Paula Lum San Francisco, CA 2026-10-22
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Noemi Plaza San Francisco, CA 2026-10-22

Tricia Wright San Francisco, CA 2026-10-22

Ellena Popova San Francisco, CA 2026-10-22

Gillian Zuckerman Yakima, WA 2026-10-22

Hendree Jones Chapel Hill, NC 2026-10-22

Ekene Ojukwu Chula Vista, CA 2026-10-22

Chelsea Crabtree Tacoma, WA 2026-10-22

Heidi McNeeley Berlin, MD 2026-10-22

Sam Lee, MD Philadelphia, PA 2026-10-22

Krista LaBruzzo Phoenix, AZ 2026-10-22

Erin Wang Baltimore, MD 2026-10-22

Margaret Shang Pittsburgh, PA 2026-10-22

Oliver Benes Crittenden, KY 2026-10-22

John mccarthy Sacramento, CA 2026-10-22

Andrew Pastor New York, NY 2026-10-22

Samantha Baker-Evens CRNP PHILADELPHIA, PA 2026-10-22

Kinna Thakarar Washington, DC 2026-10-23

Hannan Braun Denver, CO 2026-10-23

Stephanie Clavijo Campbell, CA 2026-10-23

austin ward Albany, OR 2026-10-23

Daniel Bochicchio Parkville, MD 2026-10-23
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Cara Eberhardt Ukiah, CA 2026-10-23

Kimberly Blake Burlington, VT 2026-10-23

Joshua Kayman Oakland, CA 2026-10-23

Evan Gale Boston, MA 2026-10-23

Katrina Ciraldo Miami, FL 2026-10-23

Maya Appley Los Angeles, CA 2026-10-23

J Muller Silver Spring, MD 2026-10-24

Madeline McCrary St Louis, MO 2026-10-24

Maria duben Flowery Branch, GA 2026-10-24

David Lawrence New Orleans, LA 2026-10-24

Stephanie Stewart Denver, CO 2026-10-24

stuart Wasser ROSLYN HEIGHTS, NY 2026-10-24

Amira Tibin Philadelphia, PA 2026-10-24

Adam Kaluba Burleson, TX 2026-10-24

Nancy Manglallan-Yang Kahului, HI 2026-10-24

Michael Weinstein Narberth, PA 2026-10-26

Surabhi Nirkhe Brooklyn, NY 2026-10-26

Alana Preziosi Swedesboro, NJ 2026-10-27

Nishant Shah Baltimore, MD 2026-10-27

Marian Currens Ojai, CA 2026-10-28

Jeffrey Hsu Baltimore, MD 2026-10-28
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Frances Enger Chicago, IL 2026-11-01

Hashim Ali New Haven, CT 2026-11-02

Leah Helmer Medford, NY 2026-11-03

Alan Taylor Kelley Salt Lake City, UT 2026-11-03

Diane Petrillo Hamden, CT 2026-11-03

Juleigh Nowinski Konchak Chicago, IL 2026-11-03

Hergy Alphonse Miami, FL 2026-11-04

jeffrey subik Johnstown, NY 2026-11-04

Jo Nordrum Sawyer, MN 2026-11-04

Cristian Bardinella Brandon, FL 2026-11-05

Major Bush Corsicana, TX 2026-11-05

Jennifer Calhoun Mason City, IA 2026-11-05

Andrew Acosta Edgewood, NM 2026-11-05

Nicole Yang Worcester, MA 2026-11-05

Latoya Jarvis Connecticut, CT 2026-11-05

Jamy Darezzo Flagstaff, AZ 2026-11-05

Treena Huerta Holt, MI 2026-11-05

Elsa Corona Van Horn, TX 2026-11-05

Julian Ortiz East hartford, CT 2026-11-05

robert redrow Wenonah, NJ 2026-11-05

Jovan JLopez Los Angeles, CA 2026-11-05
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James Morris Watertown, MA 2026-11-05

Brittany Rodrigues South Attleboro, MA 2026-11-07

James Walsh Seattle, WA 2026-11-09
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