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June 26, 2026

The Honorable Aaron Michlewitz
Chair

House Committee on Ways and Means
24 Beacon St, Rm 243

Boston, MA 02133

Re: MASAM’s Support for H. 5127, An Act Relative to Kratom
Dear Chair Michlewitz,

On behalf of the Massachusetts Society of Addiction Medicine (MASAM), the leading medical
specialty society representing physicians and other clinicians in Massachusetts who treat
addiction, we write today in support of H. 5127. This important legislation would implement
new regulations on kratom products including clear labeling requirements and limits on 7-
hydroxymitragynine (7-OH). H. 5127 would also prohibit the sale of kratom products to people
under 21.

Currently, Massachusetts is one of 26 states that neither regulates kratom nor classifies it as a
controlled substance.! As addiction specialists, we know firsthand the health and safety risks
posed by unregulated kratom products. As such, our Commonwealth has a unique opportunity to
enact regulations that protect public health and consumer safety. H. 5127 puts us on a path
towards that goal. This legislation would require labels to display key health and safety
information including a full list of ingredients and recommended serving size. Further, H. 5127
would limit the amount of 7-OH in kratom to 2% of the total product. Taken together, these
notable provisions would improve upon the current unregulated status quo.

We support the approach of H. 5127 in implementing strong health and safety regulations of
kratom, and we oppose legislation like S. 1558 that would ban kratom outright. As addiction
specialists, we have consistently seen how sudden bans do not treat substance use disorder but
rather compound harm for people who use drugs.? We are concerned that a full ban may have
unintended consequences such as driving people using kratom products towards more dangerous
illicit substances. Further, abrupt criminalization of kratom could cause acute withdrawal for


https://www.masam.org/maria-quinn-bio.html
https://www.masam.org/maria-quinn-bio.html

those using the substance. Simply put, our Commonwealth would be wise to prioritize intelligent
regulation over strict criminalization. We believe that H. 5127 strikes this balance.

We commend the sponsors of H. 5127 for their commitment to addressing the challenges posed
by unregulated kratom products. MASAM stands ready to assist lawmakers as they debate the
merits of regulating kratom as compared to criminalizing it. Please contact us if you have any
further questions. Otherwise, thank you for your consideration of our perspective.

Sincerely,

Jessica Gray, MD
President, Massachusetts Society of Addiction Medicine (MASAM)
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