A 90-YEAR-OLD LAW LIMITS
MANY AMERICANS™ ACGESS T0

ADDICTION TREATMENT THAT
IS RIGHT FOR THEM

IN THE U.S., METHADONE FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER (OUD)
IS RESTRICTED TO FEDERALLY REGULATED OTP LOCATIONS.

EMPOWERING ADDICTION SPECIALIST PHYSICIANS TO
PRESCRIBE METHADONE TO TREAT OUD MEANS MATCHING
MORE PEOPLE WITH COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT THAT
BEST FITS THEIR NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS

Over 3,400 facilities with a non-
hospital-based residential

provide 24-hour supervision and
care. Only about 200 facilities with

Over 1,900 facilities with a PHP
for addiction provide at least 20
hours/week of clinical services,

focusing on psychotherapy. Only
about 150 facilities with an OTP
offer such a program.

Over 6,200 facilities with an IOP
for addiction provide counseling &
psychoeducation for approximately
9-19 hours/week. Only about 550
facilities with an OTP offer such a
program.

OUTPATIENT MEDIGAL PRAGTICES

Outpatient medical practices with
addiction specialist physicians offer
biomedical services and integrate or
provide referrals to appropriate
psychosocial treatment and supports.
While OTPs are outpatient practices,
federal regulations do not require them
to involve an addiction specialist
physician in a patient’s care.

Source: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, National Substance Use and Mental Health
Services Survey (N-SUMHSS), 2021: Annual Detailed Tables. Rockville, MD: Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, 2023. (Table SU4)
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/reports/rpt39450/2021%20N-
SUMHSS%20Annual%20Detailed%20Tables_508_Compliant_2_8_2023.pdf


https://dpt2.samhsa.gov/treatment/directory.aspx
https://sitefinitystorage.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity-production-blobs/docs/default-source/public-policy-statements/2021-pps-on-the-role-and-recognition-of-addiction-specialist-physicians---final.pdf?sfvrsn=10681b50_3

